How to Ask a Good Bible Study Question
Written by Richard Barnes and Allen Jackson

A great Bible teaching skill for youth leaders to develop is the ability to ask a good question. Jesus asked questions to motivate His followers, awaken their conscience, call forth personal faith, rebuke criticism, to introduce or follow up a story, compel thinking, or bring conviction. You can learn to ask the “right” questions to lead your students to experience life change.

Below is a list of seven things you can do to ask the “right” questions to strengthen your Bible study:

1.
Move beyond fact-finding questions to open-ended questions. Avoid playing the game of “Twenty Questions” in which you ask questions that youth can answer with only yes or no. Ask questions that call for youth to employ higher levels of thinking. For example, use words such as describe, illustrate, rephrase, solve, conclude, interpret, compare, judge, or explain.

2.
Keep questions simple and direct. A shorter question is usually more challenging. In Luke 9:20, Jesus asked, “But what about you? Who do you say I am?” (NIV)

3.
Ask questions that do not have to be or cannot be answered immediately. Think of the questions Jesus asked that were never answered! “What good is it,” asked Jesus, “for a man to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit his very self?” (Luke 9:25, NIV)

4.
Encourage questions from the youth themselves. Their questions are often the most thought-provoking and challenging!

5.
Use the awesome power of silence. Most teenagers can’t stand silence! Give them time to struggle with your carefully crafted question. Avoid answering your own question by counting to 10 before you break the silence, by rephrasing or postponing the question to later in the session, or even until the next session.

6.
Allow youth to volunteer to answer the questions. At the same time, give students who are more quiet opportunity to participate by directing questions evenly to all youth. You could help more reserved students by picking up on a conversation you had with them outside of the group setting.
7.
Be tactful in handling incorrect or inconsiderate responses by probing with a follow-up question or by redirecting the question to the group or to another person. In all things, communicate love to all students, not just to those who answer correctly.

As you develop your skill in asking the “right questions, you will observe your students participating in Bible study dialogue and thinking more about what the Bible study means to them personally.

This article is taken from Teaching Youth: Leaders, Lessons, and Lifestyles – Leader Training Guide. Used by permission.
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